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SUBJECT: SOVIET PAPER CONTINUES ATTACK AGAINST US CORRESPONDENTS 

REF: MOSCOW 10699 

1 . LITERATURNAYA GAZETA EDITION OF AUGUST 1 1 CARRIED LENGTHY ARTICLE 
ATTACKING PETER OSNOS, MOSCOW CORRESPONDENT FOR WASHINGTON POST. 
ARTICLE IS SIGNED BY E. ELINGULASHVILI, LITGAZ CORRESPONDENT IN 
TBILISI, AND COMPLAINS ABOUT RECENT OSNOS STORY ON GEORGIA PUBLISHED 
IN WASH POST. ELINGULASHVILI SAYS WASH POST JOINS OTHER WESTERN 
PRESS IN "ATTEMPTING TO DISTORT THE ESSENCE AND MEANING OF THE SOCIO- 
POLITICAL PROCESSES TAKING PLACE" IN GEORGIA. OSNOS IS PORTRAYED AS 

A JOURNALIST WHO SAW ONLY SADNESS 

AND REPRESSION IN GEORGIA WHICH ANY REPORTER WHO IS NPT "UNFRIENDLY 
AND PREJUDICED" CAN SEE IS NOT TRUE. LITGAZ CONCLUDES THAT THE OSNOS 
ARTICLE "CONTAINS ONLY PERSONAL AND ARBITRARILY INTERPRETED INFORMA- 
TION FROM OUR OWN PRESS AND IDLE CONJECTURES FROM THE STREET-GOSSI- 
PERS WHO ARE READY TO OFFER INFORMATION TO SUIT ANY TASTE”. 

2. COMMENT: ON THE SURFACE THERE IS NOTHING UNUSUAL IN THE LITGAZ 
ATTACK ON OSNOS; THIS APPEARS TO BE A RATHER STANDARD LAMENT AGAINST 
HEADLINE-SEEKING WESTERN JOURNALISTS WHO TURN TO THE VOCAL MINORITY 
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DISTORT THE TRUE SITUATION (WHICH ANY OBJECTIVE REPORTER CAN READILY 
SEE IS "PEACHY"). IF OSNOS, WHO EARLIER WAS RIDICULED BY LITGAZ FOR 
DEFENDING ALFRED FRIENDLY, IS DEALT WITH IN THE OLD FASHION, PERHAPS 
LITGAZ IS MOVING AWAY FROM THE SPY STORIES. STOESSEL 
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